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§285.3 Referencing NVLAP accredita-
tion.

The term NVLAP (represented by the
NVLAP logo) is a federally registered
certification mark of the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology
and the federal government, who retain
exclusive rights to control the use
thereof. Permission to use the term
and/or logo is granted to NVLAP-ac-
credited laboratories for the limited
purposes of announcing their accred-
ited status, and for use on reports that
describe only testing and calibration
within the scope of accreditation. NIST
reserves the right to control the qual-
ity of the use of the term NVLAP and
of the logo itself.

§285.4 Establishment of laboratory ac-
creditation programs (LAPs) within
NVLAP.

NVLAP establishes LAPs in response
to legislative actions or to requests
from private sector entities and gov-
ernment agencies. For legislatively
mandated LAPs, NVLAP shall estab-
lish the LAP. For requests from pri-
vate sector entities and government
agencies, the Chief of NVLAP shall
analyze each request, and after con-
sultation with interested parties
through public workshops and other
means shall establish the requested
LAP if the Chief of NVLAP determines
there is need for the requested LAP.

§285.5 Termination of a LAP.

(a) The Chief of NVLAP may termi-
nate a LAP when he/she determines
that a need no longer exists to accredit
laboratories for the services covered
under the scope of the LAP. In the
event that the Chief of NVLAP pro-
poses to terminate a LAP, a notice will
be published in the FEDERAL REGISTER
setting forth the basis for that deter-
mination.

(b) When a LAP is terminated,
NVLAP will no longer grant or renew
accreditations following the effective
date of termination. Accreditations
previously granted shall remain effec-
tive until their expiration date unless
terminated voluntarily by the labora-
tory or revoked by NVLAP. Technical
expertise will be maintained by
NVLAP while any accreditation re-
mains effective.

§285.7

§285.6 Application for accreditation.

A laboratory may apply for accredi-
tation in any of the established LAPs.
The applicant laboratory shall provide
a completed application to NVLAP,
pay all required fees and agree to cer-
tain conditions as set forth in the
NVLAP Application for Accreditation,
and provide a quality manual to
NVLAP (or a designated NVLAP asses-
sor) prior to the assessment process.

§285.7

(a) Frequency and scheduling. Before
initial accreditation, during the first
renewal year, and every two years
thereafter, an on-site assessment of
each laboratory is conducted to deter-
mine compliance with the NVLAP cri-
teria.

(b) Assessors. NVLAP shall select
qualified assessors to evaluate all in-
formation collected from an applicant
laboratory pursuant to §285.6 of this
part and to conduct the assessment on
its behalf at the laboratory and any
other sites where activities to be cov-
ered by the accreditation are per-
formed.

(c) Conduct of assessment. (1) Asses-
sors use checklists provided by NVLAP
so that each laboratory receives an as-
sessment comparable to that received
by others.

(2) During the assessment, the asses-
sor meets with management and lab-
oratory personnel, examines the qual-
ity system, reviews staff information,
examines equipment and facilities, ob-
serves demonstrations of testing or
calibrations, and examines tests or
calibration reports.

(3) The assessor reviews laboratory
records including resumes, job descrip-
tions of key personnel, training, and
competency evaluations for all staff
members who routinely perform, or af-
fect the quality of the testing or cali-
bration for which accreditation is
sought. The assessor need not be given
information which violates individual
privacy, such as salary, medical infor-
mation, or performance reviews outside
the scope of the accreditation program.
The staff information may be kept in
the laboratory’s official personnel fold-
ers or separate folders that contain
only the information that the NVLAP
assessor needs to review.

Assessment.
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